Imaging and therapy with monoclonal antibodies in non-hematopoietic tumors.
Although radiolabelled monoclonal antibodies are useful in tumor imaging, in our opinion their most important role is in the evaluation of the capacity of newly developed monoclonal antibodies to localize in tumors specifically. Intravenous injections of monoclonal antibody fragments, labelled with beta-emitting radionuclides, can completely eradicate large human colon carcinoma xenografts in nude mice whereas this is not achieved by unconjugated monoclonal antibodies. New strategies are being developed to make radioimmunotherapy applicable to carcinoma patients.